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Westminster Confession, Westminster Larger and Shorter Catechisms - 

Wikipedia  

The Westminster Shorter Catechism Questions 1-6 

The original text of 1647, with the Assembly’s proof texts. 
Quest. 1. What is the chief end of man? 

 

Ans. 1. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, (1) and to enjoy him forever. (2) 

 

(1) I Cor. 10:31; Rom. 11:36. 

(2) Ps. 73:25-28. 

 

Quest. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 

 

Ans. 2. The word of God, which is contained in the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 

(1) is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him. (2) 

 

(1) II Tim. 3:16; Eph. 2:20. 

(2) I John 1:3-4. 

 

Quest. 3. What do the scriptures principally teach? 

 

Ans. 3. The scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty 

God requires of man. (1) 

 

(1) II Tim. 1:13; 3:16. 

Quest. 4. What is God? 

Ans. 4. God is a Spirit, (1) infinite, (2) eternal, (3) and unchangeable, (4) in his being, (5) 

wisdom, (6) power, (7) holiness, (8) justice, goodness, and truth. (9) 

 

(1) John 4:24. 

(2) Job 11:7-9. 

(3) Ps. 90:2. 

(4) James 1:17. 

(5) Exod. 3:14. 

(6) Ps. 147:5. 

(7) Rev. 4:8. 

(8) Rev. 15:4. 

(9) Exod. 34:6-7. 

 

 

 

 



Quest. 5. Are there more Gods than one? 

 

Ans. 5. There is but One only, the living and true God. (1) 

(1) Deut. 6:4; Jer. 10:10. 

 

Quest. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead? 

 

Ans. 6. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and 

these three are one God the same in substance, equal in power and glory. (1) 

 

(1) I John 5:7; Matt. 28:19. 

 

 


